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Thursday, October 8 • 9:00pm • Hickman

HOW TO WIN AT CHECKERS (EVERY TIME) 
Josh Kim, 2015, Thailand, 80 min; in Thai with subtitles

Oat, a young man in Bangkok, remembers the turning point in his life. At eleven, 
his idolized older brother, Ek, must participate in Thailand’s bizarre military draft 
lottery. Cards are drawn and the color of  the card decides the fate of  the young 
men. Working class, Ek and his affluent boyfriend are up for the lottery and Oat 
quickly learns hard lessons about the privilege of  class and the rigged system that 
he cannot beat. Based on the short stories “At the Café Lovely” and “Draft Day” 
from bestselling book Sightseeing by Rattawut Lapcharoensap, Josh Kim’s feature 
debut weaves gay and transgender characters seamlessly into a story of  family 
and the turbulent journey from boy to man. – SH
	 Preceded by Big Time - my doodled diary (Sonali Gulati, 2015, India/USA, 
12 min) Growin’ up is hard to do. It’s important to record everything!

Thursday, October 8 • 8:00pm • Woodson

THE WIZ Sponsored by Macy’s
Sidney Lumet, 1978, USA, 134 min

“There’s a feeling here inside, that I cannot hide and I know I’ve tried. But, it’s 
turning me around.” The Wiz’s version of  “Toto, we’re not in Kansas anymore” 
is just the beginning of  this beautifully crafted film by Sidney Lumet, with a who’s 
who of  1978 cast. These songs have become classics, from “Ease on Down the 
Road” all the way to “Home” with tunes from Quincy Jones, Luther Vandross, Nick 
Ashford and more. Michael Jackson’s film debut was a critical success and the film 
has thrived as a cult favorite around the world. Diva Diana Ross, the regal Lena 
Horne and the brilliance of  Richard Pryor and Nipsey Russell round out a film that 
is not so much throw-back as it is nostalgia. - SH
	 This is an outside screening, so bring blankets or chairs to enjoy the film. 

Thursday, October 8 • 7:00pm • Villagio

EISENSTEIN IN GUANAJUATO 
Peter Greenaway, 2015, Netherlands/Mexico/Finland/ Belgium, 106 min

Rejected by Hollywood, Russian filmmaker Sergei Eisenstein travels to Mexico to 
shoot a new film funded by author and socialite Upton Sinclair. Eisenstein travels 
among Mexico’s elite, including Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera, but his greatest 
enlightenment comes from his guide Palomino Cañedo. Eisenstein follows as Palo-
mino leads him into a world of  pleasure and homoeroticism, with direct yet gentle 
resolve. Legendary director Peter Greenaway’s (The Cook, the Thief, His Wife and 
Her Lover) latest film is a visual masterpiece filled with precise montages and stun-
ning art direction, told at a hurried, frenetic pace much like Eisenstein’s life. - DG

Thursday, October 8 • 7:00pm • Hickman

Women’s Shorts Sponsored by ProSuzy

When Mom Visits (Chiung-Wen Chang, 2015, Taiwan/USA, 19 min) Surprise! Cue 
complications.
The First Session (Ryan Logan, 2015, USA, 6 min) Therapy is a great place to 
meet chicks.
Pepper (Patrick Aubert, 2014, Canada, 7 min) Three is sometimes, for some 
people, a crowd.
Moonlight (Janella Lacson, 2015, USA, 12 min) Memories can seem so real…
Secrets & Toys (Quentin Lee, 2014, USA, 12 min) Mom can handle it, believe me.
Falling (Maya Suchak & Imani Peterkin, 2015, USA, 10 min) Parents just don’t 
understand.
The Plunge (Kate Lefoe, 2014, Australia, 6 min) Has a girlfriend ever done this to you?
No Matter Who (Anne-Claire Jaulin, 2015, France, 19 min) Girl Scout camp passions. 





26th Annual 
Tampa Bay International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival

October 2-10, 2015
35

Thursday, October 8 • 9:00pm • Villagio

DARKNESS BY DAY 
Martín Desalvo, 2013, Argentina, 75 min; in Spanish with subtitles

In a darkly beautiful Argentinian estate, Virginia waits at home alone. Her father, a 
doctor, has gone to help a sick cousin. Meanwhile, another cousin, the broodingly 
stunning Anabel, arrives and the two huddle in remote isolation as stories of  a local 
rabies epidemic circle around them. Anabel too suffers from a mysterious illness, 
sleeping by day and walking into the woods at night. Virginia herself  suffers from 
nightmares. Languid shots slowly build tension and suspense prevails. Masterful 
cinematography helps create the perfect atmosphere for this vampiric feature with 
lesbian undertones. –KW
	 Preceded by Between Silences (Axel Ducret & Siham Bel, 2015, France, 15 
min) It’s a thin line between love and hate. 

Friday, October 9 • 7:00pm • Hickman

LIZ IN SEPTEMBER Sponsored by St. Petersburg/Clearwater 
Film Commission
Fina Torres, 2014, Venezuela, 92 min; in Spanish with subtitles

Death is God’s greatest betrayal. Who is innocent? No one. Patricia Velasquez, 
(“The L Word” and The Mummy) “the world’s first Latin supermodel” and recently 
out lesbian is the beautiful Liz, who loves women with a passion and lives life 
the same way, even when both are slowly moving out of  her grasp. The steamy 
backdrop of  an exclusively lesbian seaside resort and the beautiful Liz capture the 
heart of  Eva, a grieving young mother finding her way back from the loss of  her 
son. Loving Liz is Eva’s path to redemption and the warm embrace of  the cadre 
of  women is her destiny. Beautiful cinematography and a delightful cast keep Fina 
Torres’ (Oriana) film from falling into cliché, while celebrating the kinship of  women 
and the notion of  unconditional love.  - SH 

Friday, October 9 • 9:00pm • Hickman

S&M SALLY 
Michelle Ehlen, 2015, USA, 79 min

When your S&M pseudonym is Sally, you are obviously not a top! Even if  you want 
to be the butchest, badass in the room, you are in for a world of  hurt as Sally. Sally 
aka Jamie’s new paramour is the lovely Jill who, much to Jamie’s chagrin, knows 
a thing or two about being the top and has much to teach budding BDSM virgin, 
Jamie. Visiting the dungeon is an eye-popping adventure for Jamie, who is most 
comfortable in the snack room of  the BDSM club. (Seriously, they really do have 
great snacks. Everybody gets hungry after a great workout.) Writer/Director and 
lead actor, Michelle Ehlen keeps the touch light as she whips up an in-your-face 
romp of  fantasy and fun. - SH   
	 Preceded by Truckin’ (Diane Newman, 2015, USA, 11 min) Food truck rivals 
with a past come to terms with their childhood differences. 

Friday, October 9 • 7:00pm • MCC

THE NEW MAN 
Aldo Garay, 2015, Uruguay, 79 min; in Spanish with subtitles

Every person has a unique story and shares that with the world accordingly. Stories 
of  individuals transitioning their gender can also be told in vastly different ways. 
They can be lived in the limelight like Caitlyn Jenner or they can be quietly heroic 
like our protagonist Stephanía. Born Roberto in Nicaragua where he supported 
the Sandinista revolution and fought for education and social reforms, Stephanía 
now lives in Montevideo and is traveling back home looking for acceptance from 
both society and family. Winner of  Berlin’s prestigious Teddy Award for Best Docu-
mentary, this rich and astonishing film is a treat for the mind and the heart. – DG
	 Preceded by OutLoud (Chantale Glover, 2015, USA, 17 min) Longing for accep-
tance from her family and thriving in her church community, Nadia lives and sings 
with glowing authenticity.
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Friday, October 9 • 9:00pm • MCC

HENRY GAMBLE’S BIRTHDAY PARTY 
Stephen Cone, 2015, USA, 87 min

Henry Gamble wakes up next to his close friend on the morning of  his 17th birthday 
and, as boys his age do, they talk about sex. After their morning rituals, the boys 
prepare for the big birthday party later that day. Guests show up, and they all take 
their traditional positions, kids in the pool and the adults supervising. After the 
usual talk about church sermons and youth camps, some unexpected guests and 
a box of  wine shake up the proceedings and the status quo, revealing secrets that 
fester right below the surface. – DG
	 Preceded by Scotty & Josh Get Enlightened (Dan Pal, 2014, USA, 15 min) 
The morning after first-time sex, Scotty and Josh are getting along great…Until 
God comes up.

Friday, October 9 • 8:00pm • Muvico Sundial

54: THE DIRECTOR’S CUT Sponsored by The Hotchkiss Group
Mark Christopher, 1998/2015, USA, 106 min

Sex, drugs, disco, and at the center of  it all, a bisexual anti-hero (Ryan Phillippe 
as Shane O’Shea)… Sounds perfect for 2015, or an underground movie from the 
1960s. But in 1998 when the film was originally released, some felt it might be too 
edgy for a wide audience. And so it was recut – one third went to the cutting room 
floor, and a half  hour was reshot losing most of  what was at the heart of  the film:  
the sex, drugs, and bisexual anti-hero. In fact, this new cut looked and felt like an 
entirely different movie that one producer dubbed “55.”  It could be said that 54 
was ahead of  its time. The world wasn’t ready for the real 1970s. But now, times 
have changed.  – Mark Christopher

Friday, October 9 • Hotel Zamora
	 Suggested donation: $5+
	 Doors @ 9:00pm • Screening @ 10:30pm • Party till 1am 

Rooftop Shorts Party 
at the Zamora!
Short films at a rooftop bar overlooking the beach! What could be better?!

Technical Difficulties of Intimacy (Joel Moffett, 2015, USA, 20 min) 
Salvaging romance, exploring horizons.

This Film Is Not Gay (Michael Morgenstern, 2015, USA, 2 min) 
‘Nuff  said.

I Do (Felipe Cabral, 2014, Brazil, 20 min) 
With wedding proposals, one shouldn’t assume. 

The Cream (Jean-Marie Villeneuve, 2013, France, 9 min) 
Man, this stuff  feels good!

Weird Is Who’s Not Weird (Christopher Carballo Lerma, 2015, Mexico, 16 min) 
Pool party romance.

Physical Attraction (Guy Guido, 2015, USA, 19 min) 
Who doesn’t love Madonna?!

The Baby Cries (Mario Novoa, 2015, USA, 13 min)
A dramedy about love, faith & devotion.

You. Me. Bathroom. Sex. Now. (Francisco Fuertes, 2015, USA, 18 min) 
The international language of  love.
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Saturday, October 10 • 12:00pm • Hickman

REEL IN THE CLOSET 
Stu Maddux, 2015, USA, 70 min

Filmmaker Stu Maddux wants to bring us out of  the closet, again. This delightful 
documentary explores the films, tapes and videos that are languishing in the clos-
ets and attics of  so many LGBT people and their families. Reels and reels of  home 
movies are showcased, from as early as the 1930’s, and they chronicle LGBT his-
tory through the intimate lens of  extraordinary, everyday people documenting their 
lives. These tapes and films capture everything from ordinary, mundane events to 
very personal views of  monumental moments in our history. - SH
	 Followed by a panel discussion with Director Stu Maddux; Co-founder 
of the LGBT initiative at USF, Dr. David Johnson; and curator of the USF 
LGBT collections, Matt Knight. We will discuss the exciting progress made in the 
LGBT initiative at USF and how it relates to LGBT lives and our histories and legacies. 

Saturday, October 10 • 2:00pm • Hickman

AKRON 
Brian O’Donell & Sasha King, 2015, USA, 87 min

Benny and Christopher are young freshmen at their rural Ohio college when they 
meet playing football and begin to fall for each other--hard. But when Christopher’s 
mother reveals a tragic past event shared by the two boys, their young love must 
endure an unexpected test. Will love be able to conquer their families’ mutual pain? 
This sweetly earnest and well crafted feature debut is refreshing in that the lovers 
just happen to be gay. Their story is universally relatable and a compelling argu-
ment for the power of  forgiveness in the face of  unthinkable tragedy and love that 
persists and overcomes.- SM
	 Preceded by More of Last Night (Chase Casanova, 2014, USA, 16 min) Three 
friends on a camping trip spend the night rolling, but truth serum makes morning 
light realities hard to swallow.

Saturday, October 10 •  4:15pm • Hickman

Best of Fest Shorts Sponsored by Watermark

Closets (Lloyd Eyre-Morgan, 2015, UK, 19 min) The ultimate queer time machine.
Vagina Is the Warmest Color (Anna M. Albelo, 2015, USA, 2 min) Sound familiar?
Heavenly Peace (Andreas Wessel-Therhorn, 2014, USA, 5 min) Celestial König.
Tomgirl (Jeremy Asher Lynch, 2014, USA, 14 min) Everybody loves Jake!
Pipe Dream (Yudho Aditya, 2015, Indonesia, 15 min) Size doesn’t matter?
Sock Puppet (Marc Seestaedt, 2014, Germany, 3 min) Dirty puppet desires.
The Little Deputy (Trevor Anderson, 2015, Canada, 9 min) A re-do, with dad’s approval.
100 Crushes Chapter 6: They (Elisha Kim, 2014, Canada, 2 min) Clay-made 
pronoun pioneer.
Followers (Tim Marshall, 2014, UK, 13 min) She sees Jesus in his crotch.
11 Life Lessons From an Awesome Old Dyke (Alison Khoury, 2015, USA, 8 
min) Butch elders are the best.

Saturday, October 10 • 6:15pm • Hickman

TWO 4 ONE Sponsored by the Dali Museum
Maureen Bradley, 2014, Canada, 77 min

Adam is rationing his testosterone while saving up for genital reconstruction sur-
gery when an unexpected and complicated fling with his ex-girlfriend Miriam leads 
to them both getting pregnant. As if  parenthood weren’t complicated enough al-
ready. Maureen Bradley’s heartfelt comedic debut film delves into issues of  mascu-
linity, love, and what it means to be a parent. - SM
	 Preceded by Mothers of God (Laura Mc Gehee, 2015, USA, 10 min) When a 
lesbian couple discovers they’re pregnant, they must come to terms with the fact 
that they may be carrying the second coming. 

FREE
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Saturday, October 10 • 8:00pm • Palladium

FOURTH MAN OUT 
Andrew Nackman, 2015, USA, 86 min

When Adam, an average Joe car mechanic from Anytown, America finally comes out to his best buds on his 24th birthday, they struggle to understand the 
surprising news. Ultimately, dudes will be dudes, and loyalty in friendship prevails. They man up, and get behind Joe’s mission, teach him how to use apps to 

pick up men, and escort him all the way to his first gay bar. A feel good, bro-com that reaffirms that straight ain’t necessarily narrow. - KW

Producer Lauren Avinoam is scheduled to attend. 

Preceded by Disc of Love (Ryan Davey, 2014, Australia, 8 min) Jake’s roommate Lucas is aching to share a big secret with him. 
The secret is revealed via mixtape sentiments, and they’re quite explicit.

“That’s A Wrap Party” • Georgie’s Alibi • 3100 3rd Ave N, St Petersburg, FL 33713 • Never a Cover!
Join us following the closing night film to celebrate another great festival year.  DJ, Specialty Drinks, Fun & Fellowship.

Closing Night Film
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festival jury
Franc Castro served as the Executive Di-
rector of  the Miami Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 
for 5 years until June 2013. In his tenure, he 
created the Fort Lauderdale Gay & Lesbian 
Film Festival as a stand-alone 4-day film fes-
tival over the Columbus Day Weekend. Franc 
has also attended numerous major film festi-
vals such as Toronto International, Sundance, 
Berlin International Film Festival and Frame-
line. In 2012, Franc served as a Jury Member 

for documentaries at Frameline-the San Francisco LGBT Film Festival.

Giovanna Chesler directs and produces 
narrative and documentary films that address 
the body, sexuality, and gender. These include 
the short melodrama Bye Bi Love (TIGLFF 
2011), comedy short BeauteouS, documen-
tary feature Period: The End of  Menstrua-
tion, and PBS / LOGO documentary Out in the 
Night(producer) (TIGLFF 2014). Giovanna is 
an Associate Professor and Director of  the 

Film and Video Studies Program at George Mason University.
[Headshot photo credit, Lyric R. Cabral]

Santiago Echeverry is a Colombian New 
Media and Digital Artist with a background in 
Film and Television production. Thanks to a Ful-
bright Grant, he received his Master’s degree 
from the Interactive Telecommunications Pro-
gram at NYU. He moved to the USA in 2003 to 
teach Interactivity at the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County, UMBC, and then relocated 
to Florida in the fall of  2005 to teach Digital 
Arts and Interactive Media at the University of  
Tampa.

Elsa Lankford is an Associate Professor in 
the Electronic Media and Film (EMF) depart-
ment at Towson University.  She teaches audio 
production and post-production classes and 
is the Festival Director of  WAMMFest (Women 
And Minorities in Media - wammtu.com) which 
focuses on diversity in media production. She 
is a composer and musician and interdisciplin-
ary artist who incorporates diversity, urban is-

sues, and sound into most of  her work. She lives in Baltimore City with her 
awesome wife Kristine and their three adorable cats. 

Mickey R Mahoney is an educator, curator, 
and media maker, based in Chicago. Mahoney is an 
Adjunct Professor at the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago where he teaches classes in Queer and 
Trans cinema in the departments of Art History and 
Film, Video, New Media, and Animation.  He also 
teaches Queer TV in the Television Department at 
Columbia College Chicago.  Mahoney serves on the 
Advisory Board of the TransLife Center in Chicago. 
mickeyraymahoney.com

Gene Webster-English, doctoral candidate, 
is a nineteen-year supporter of TIGLFF, hav-
ing served on the Board of Directors for seven 
years, and he was part of the Tampa Bay Men’s 
Chorus in 1996, the founding producers of the 
festival. Gene attended the North Carolina School 
for the Performing Arts summer institutes, and 
has remained active in stage and voice perfor-
mances as producer, actor and patron.  Gene is 

the Executive Director of a local non-profit, and serves as a community activist 
participating in diversity and inclusion projects throughout the world.
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Friends of the Festival
PO Box 17816
Tampa, FL 33682


