
















































Lime Man LEO FOWLER, 2019, TAMPA, 4 MIN
Lime Man risks life and limb, plus missing the boss’s deadline, to make a 
special delivery.

Tadpole JOVAN JAMES, 2018, USA, 7 MIN
Shy Chris anxiously prepares his room for his friend Alex to spend the night. 
But Chris doesn’t expect Alex’s friend Tommy to tag along.

Positive YouTubers LEANDRO GODDINHO, 2018, BRAZIL, 15 MIN
A student documentary about four Brazilian Youtubers who talk openly 
about their HIV status in a refreshingly positive way.

Monosaurus Lex NATHAN ADLOFF, 2018, USA, 7 MIN
A little magic helps middle schooler Lex understand the beauty in everyone’s 
unique differences.

Him, Her, Them DESTINY GREER, 2018, TAMPA, 3 MIN
A commentary on the social construct of  gender, set to music. 

Second Puberty LEO FOWLER, 2018, TAMPA, 2 MIN
A black and white introspection detailing feelings around transitioning and the 
anxiety that comes with it.  

Before It’s Too Late LEANDRO GODDINHO, 2019, BRAZIL, 15 MIN
In Brazil at the beginning of  2019, a new president takes office in an environ-
ment of  fanaticism, prejudice, and violence. Locked in a hotel room, two teen-
age celebrities decide to change the course of  their lives before it’s too late. 

No Fems TYLER VOGEL, 2019, FLORIDA, 8 MIN
A frank and insightful look at the pressures to be masculine in the gay community. 

Head’s Up ALEX MCFRY, 2018, FLORIDA, 6 MIN
In a contemporary look at HIV and practicing safe sex, a young gay man comes 
to terms with his new reality.

The Gaybysitters Club SAVANNAH DOOLEY, 2018, USA, 8 MIN
When tomboy Kristi finds out her best friend Maryann might be dating a BOY, 
she calls an emergency club meeting. But just why is Kristi so upset? Could it 
be that she’s never come to terms with her own sexuality? This is one mystery 
it’ll take the whole club to solve!

Birthday Girl JIM FALL, 2018, USA, 6 MIN
On her birthday, Brynn is surprised by her mother and friends.  Her father’s 
arrival is the surprise no one saw coming.

Queerly Beloved KELLIE ETLING, CAITLYN JOHANNES & ADITYA SUDHAKARAN, 
2018, TAMPA, 15 MIN. An experimental documentary exploring the spectrum of  
gender and sexual identity.
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Time bends in this sexy film about the chance meetings of  two scruffy, handsome 
men. Ocho meets Javi while vacationing in Barcelona. The electricity between them 
is immediate. After a missed connection on the beach, a third chance encoun-
ter escalates to a seemingly random hookup. But are these two merely beautiful 
strangers in a foreign city, or are they part of  each other’s histories—and maybe 
even their destinies?
	 Preceded by The Last Romantics João Cândido Zacharias, 2019, Brazil, 12 
min. Two young men share different points of  view of  the same sexual encounter in 
a public space.
SPONSORED BY GABE ALVES REALTOR

END OF THE CENTURY 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11 • 10:00PM • TAMPA THEATRE

LUCIO CASTRO, 2019, ARGENTINA, 84 MIN • SUBTITLED

For 30 years our mission has to been to showcase movies that enlighten, empower 
and entertain the LGBTQ+ community. Times and technology have changed, and 
so too has our next generation outreach.
	 TIGLFF: Next Scene is a new initiative to offer viewing and filmmaking experi-
ences to our younger audience members who live their lives online and stream On 
Demand. We are offering opportunities for these young filmmakers, activists, and 
audience members to gain the skills and knowledge to make and enjoy films that 
reflect their life experiences. And to see themselves on screen.
 	 We take seriously our job to pass on the history, knowledge, and experience of  
the LGBTQ+ writers, activists, and filmmakers who fought to get us to where we are 
today.

TIGLFF: NEXT SCENE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 • 11:00AM - 1:30PM • TAMPA THEATRE

TIGLFF: Next Scene aims to bring the Tampa Bay 
International Gay and Lesbian Film Festival into the future. 
We are proud of the young people who have already become 
a part of this group, and we look to grow the next chapter 
of queer filmmakers and film goers together into the next 
decade. This shorts program showcases some of their 
work and highlights work of other young LGBTQ+ 

content creators from all over.

Sponsored by:

FREE!
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Xiaoyu returns to China with her American husband in tow to visit her parents, 
whose relationship is as dysfunctional as ever. Her father’s homosexuality set off 
a domestic earthquake many years ago, with aftershocks extending to the present 
as the family still struggles to maintain their integrity. Daughter, mother, and father 
are each haunted by the past as they try to make sense of  the present, where a 
pregnant Xiaoyu ponders starting a family of  her own.

A DOG BARKING AT THE MOON 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 • 1:30PM • TAMPA THEATRE

XIANG ZI, 2019, CHINA/SPAIN, 108 MIN  • SUBTITLED
SPONSORED BY JENKINS LAW P.L. 

Engaged DAVID SCALA, 2019, USA, 17 MIN
The pressure to pop the question to Elliot becomes too much for Darren, 
as the couple’s relationship is thrust into the spotlight.

I Know Her FAWZIA MIRZA, 2019, USA, 3 MIN
Pillow talk after a fun night leads to some interesting revelations. 

The Handyman JC CALCIANO, 2019, USA, 9 MIN
A single, gay man schemes creative ways to have a hunky repairman 
continue to have to come back to his house to fix things, but 
suddenly the fantasies become more than either of  them expected. 

Whale, Hello There CHANTEL HOUSTON, 2018, USA, 9 MIN
Anna and Beca can text and chat for hours online, so going on a 
date should be fine, right?

Stepdaddy LISA STEEN, 2019, USA, 8 MIN
Wyatt and Patricia reconnect over sloppy spaghetti, but she keeps 
getting texts from dad.

More Than He Knows FIONA DAWSON, 2019, USA, 14 MIN
A trip to Palm Springs helps bring to the fore some long suppressed 
desires.
 
Gay Baby KAREEM FERGUSON, 2018, USA 9 MIN
Deonte exclaims, “It ain’t personal, it’s clinical!” in his quest to 
have a baby the natural way.

How to Fold a Fitted Sheet TONY CLEMENTE, 2019, USA, 9 MIN
Bellamy’s having a bad day. Watch her make it worse.

The Common Fag DENISE KENNEY, 2018, CANADA, 5 MIN
A playful look at the trials and tribulations of  breaking out of  the 
box we’re born in.

Girl’s Weekend KYRA SEDGEWICK, 2019, USA, 11 MIN
A painfully awkward, yet surprisingly touching, reunion between 
an estranged lesbian and her not-so-accepting family in Las Vegas.

Sweater NICK BORENSTEIN, 2019, USA, 5 MIN
Corey is having a terrible day, but his new sweater and free coffee 
start to brighten his mood.

Merab has been dancing since he was ten. He aspires to make the National Ballet 
and he feels confident, until Irakli shows up. Irakli is strong, handsome, and confi-
dent in the way someone can be when they have always been better than everyone 
else. The two are fiercely competitive and fiercely attracted to each other.  That 
is a passionate combination that must be reconciled, despite the cost. Georgian 
Swedish director Levan Akin captures the beauty and the agony of  Georgian dance, 
against the backdrop of  the one man’s journey to finding and living his truth.
SPONSORED BY GASPARILLA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

AND THEN WE DANCED 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 • 3:30PM • TAMPA THEATRE

LEVAN AKIN, 2019, SWEDEN, GEORGIA, FRANCE, 113 MIN • SUBTITLED

TICKLE IN YOUR SHORTS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 • 5:45PM • TAMPA THEATRE
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Looking back, it is difficult to pin down exactly who had the idea, first.  Depending on who you ask, the festival was born out of a way to extend the Tampa Pride celebrations 
happening in October; or it was a way to raise funds for LGBT groups, especially for AIDS support organizations.  Most agree that the festival was organized by members of the 

Tampa Bay Gay Men’s Chorus and the Tampa Bay Business Guild.  Those organizations had a few people in common and they emerged as leaders of the first festival committee.  
Within a couple of years, Crescendo, the Tampa Bay Womyn’s Chorus was created and joined the efforts.  Eventually, the festival evolved into an entity unto itself and the Tampa 

International Gay and Lesbian Film Festival (TIGLFF) was formed under a non-profit organization, Friends of the Festival. 

Today, TIGLFF is the oldest, most consistent LGBT event in the Tampa Bay area.  The groups that started the festival have all folded, some for good.  Others have re-emerged with 
different names and missions.  There are people in attendance, this year, who can tell their versions of the challenges, the victories, the scandals and the healing that is the history 
of TIGLFF.  In their stories, one theme will emerge.  TIGLFF is still around because of the hundreds of people through the years that stepped up, stepped out and held on tight to the 

notion that LGBT stories matter; and those stories deserve to be told.  People gave of their time, their money, their sweat and their tears – literally – to keep TIGLFF alive.  

Listing names is a tricky business.  We might leave someone out and with no malice at all, hurt their feelings.  But we would be remiss, if we didn’t at least try to acknowledge those 
early visionaries.  Names like, Mark Puig, Keith Roberts, Jim Harper, Joe Lonsway, Dorothy Abbot, Kathie Michael, Sunny Hall, Bob Pope, Victoria Jorgenson and Amy Nestor.  

Through the years, people have continued to step up, keeping TIGLFF alive and thriving.  Today, TIGLFF is served by a working board, most of whom have been involved at different 
levels for many years.  Ed Lally, Mariruth Kennedy, Rob Akins, Sunny Hall, Sam Salmons, Ben Tozour and Santiago Echeverry.  Programming is the most important function of any film 
festival.  Dorothy Abbott set that bar decades ago.  For the past seven years, KJ Mohr has raised that bar.  And for fifteen years, Renee Cossette, has been the Festival Director and the 
consistent anchor of TIGLFF.  Even with all that talent, TIGLFF would have not survived without the hundreds of volunteers who keep showing up night after night, year after year.  Ty 
Maxey and Tim Thomas are the captains of those efforts and true heroes of TIGLFF.  Finally, nothing gets done without paying the bills.  Donors, sponsors, public and private funders 

continue to keep the reels turning with their generous support.  

The Tampa Bay LGBT community should be proud of what it has accomplished in creating something that has courageously endured for thirty years.  In this age of streaming and 
“on-demand” programming, it is still a magical experience to sit in the dark with a bucket of popcorn and share a story with our friends.  It is not just a movie.  It is a place to reunite 

with old friends and to find new connections with like-minded people.  Thanks to TIGLFF for the memories.  Keep them coming.

History Matters...



45
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF FIERCE, FABULOUS FILM! 30th Annual Tampa Bay International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival • October 4-12, 2019 • Tampa • St. Petersburg

SPONSORED BY TAMPA BAY GAY MEN’S CHORUS 
Saturday, October 12 • 8:00pm • Tampa Theatre

GAY CHORUS DEEP SOUTH 
DAVID CHARLES RODRIGUES, 2019, USA, 98 MIN

The San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus set out to bring their message of  hope and resiliency in response to the 2016 presidential election by 
spending a week touring throughout the deep south.  
	 The Chorus, joined by The Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, brought a message of  music, love, and acceptance to communities and individuals 
confronting intolerance. Over 300 singers travelled from Mississippi to Tennessee, through the Carolinas, and over the bridge in Selma. They 
performed in churches, community centers and concert halls in hopes of  uniting us in a time of  difference. The journey also challenged Director 
Tim Seeleg and other Chorus members who fled the South to confront their own fears, pain, and prejudices, on a journey towards reconciliation. 
The conversations and connections that emerge offer a glimpse of  a less divided America, where the things that divide us - faith, politics, sexual 
identity - are set aside by the soaring power of  music, humanity, and a little drag.
	 There is beautiful vocal performance in this movie. But there is much more than singing to this thoughtful documentary that chronicles a 
journey that began as a challenge to the oppression of  the deep south and ended in the delight of  southern people steeped in their love of  
gospel music and hungry for conversation. This remarkable film demonstrates that, clearly, there is a whole lot of  fixing that singing can do. 
	 Preceded by: Women Make Music - 25 Years of Crescendo: The Tampa Bay Women’s Chorus Sunny Hall, 2019, USA, 8 min
	

Preceded by a performance by the Tampa Bay Gay Men’s Chorus.
SFGMC Director Tim Seelig is scheduled to Skype with the audience following the film.

Join us at Bizou Brasserie at Le Méridien (601 N. Florida) after the closing film to celebrate 
another festival bringing fierce, fabulous, LGBTQ+ film in Tampa Bay.  Food and drinks for purchase.

Closing Night Film
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festival jury
JIM FARMER has served as the festival director of  Out On 
Film, Atlanta’s LGBTQ film festival, since 2008. He also served 
as the head of  the jury for the 2016 Atlanta Film Festival and 
on various juries since 2010. An Atlanta-based arts writer, he 
is a member of  five regional and national critics organiza-
tions. He lives in Avondale Estates, GA - just outside of  Atlanta 
- with his husband Craig and their dog Douglas. 

MELISSA BISAGNI programs film for the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s National Museum of  the American Indian (NMAI), in 
Washington, DC. Her curatorial projects include year-round 
repertory and festival programming for Native Cinema 
Showcase in Santa Fe, New Mexico and the Smithsonian-wide 
Mother Tongue Film Festival. She was previously the Artistic 
Director of  Film Fest New Haven in New Haven, CT and the Di-
rector of  Programming for the DC Asian Pacific American Film 
Festival. She is on the board for the DC Shorts Film Festival.

Designer and film curator MITCHELL GOODRICH is the 
Programming Manager at Baltimore’s Maryland Film Festival 
(MdFF). He co-curates the SNF Parkway Theatre and MdFF, 
which in 2019 was regarded by The New Yorker as “among 
the most ambitious and discerning showcases of  American in-
dependent filmmaking.” Prior to MdFF, Goodrich guest curated 
films at USF’s Contemporary Art Museum, spoke on Chris 
Marker at the MoMA PS1-hosted NY Art Book Fair, and partici-
pated in the Telluride Film Festival’s Student Symposium.

KATHLEEN MULLEN has contributed to the planning and execution 
of film festivals nationally and internationally—currently she is in 
her fourth season as Festival Director of Seattle Queer Film Festival 
and works with Whistler Film Festival and the Vancouver Latin 
American Film Festival. She has directed the films: you wash my skin 
with sunshine, Sleep Lines, Still Life with Butterfly, Button OUT!, and 
Breathtaking.  Her company Letter K Media supports filmmakers 
and organizations with programming, arts management, mentor-
ship, and story consulting. She has programmed with Toronto 
International Film Festival, Hot Docs, and Provincetown International 
Film Festival. She has a MFA from York University in Toronto. 

KRISTEN ANCHOR is an audio visual artist, curator, teacher, 
and musician. Her work has screened at film festivals, events, 
and galleries throughout the U.S. She is extensively toured 
with films and music; and her video work is featured in several 
DVD compilations including ETC: Experimental Television Center 
1969-2009, Films About Nothing, Hondance, and Creative Capi-
talism’s Notebook. She is a Lecturer in Media & Communication 
Studies at the University of  Maryland Baltimore County.

PAUL STRUTHERS started working at Frameline (the first 
and oldest film festival devoted to LGBT programming, in San 
Francisco) in November 2017, as Director of  Exhibition and 
Programming. Prior to that, he served for four years as Festival 
Director of  Queer Screen’s Mardi Gras Film Festival in Sydney. 
He has over 15 year’s experience in the film industry, including 
working in exhibition, distribution and sales.








